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it; the closeness of the analogy which he attempts to draw between them 
is quite striking. He is unequivocally in favor of the intoxication 
hypothesis in dementia prsecox ; cf. on page 104, where he says : " Die 
angedeutete Aehnlichkeit beziiglich der Mannigfaltigkeit der Verlaufs- 
weisen der paralytischen Psychosen und der Dementia prsecox findet ihre 
Erganzung in weiteren Beriihrungspunkten insofern, als uns nach neuerer 
Auffassung sowohl die paralytischen als aueh die Dementia prsecox- 
Psychosen nur als Teilerscheinungen einer allgemeinen, tiefgreifenden 
Stoffwechselstorung, die im Gehirne sowohl als aueh in anderen Organen 
greifbare, organische Veranderungen hervorrufen, entgegentreten." 

Again on page 50 he draws a sharp distinction between the functional 
psychogenic character of hysterical disturbances and the dementing 
processes in dementia prsecox, though acknowledging that the latter may 
often be seen ensuing upon the former; to this extent only will he speak 
of Mischformen between hysteria and dementia prsecox. But while it is 
often the practise to speak of hysteria as a functional disorder par 
excellence, yet the present writer is by no means sure that it is not 
better to regard this sort of function as mainly a name for what we do 
not know about structure. However, be the actual disease process in 
dementia prsecox one of intoxication or of disordered anabolism or cata- 
bolism — they are all one essentially — this helps us very little toward a 
better understanding of fundamental genetic and etiological questions. 
Even admitting that, as has been recently suggested, the symptoms of 
dementia prsecox appear with startling frequency upon the soil of a 
specific and well-defined temperament and way of dealing with mental 
situations, their etiological relationship is at present a matter for the 
individual conscience. Few, indeed, will be found to express belief in a 
dementia prsecox the product of purely mental causes, 

"Ef tangles shud settle it (horrid reflection!) 
Wich of our onnable body'd be safe ? " 

Various clinical, and certain experimental, observations may be cited in 
support of the view that the psychogenesis plays in characterizing the 
dementia of dementia prsecox a role far more important than it plays in 
the dementia of, say, general paralysis; but in either case the mental 
factor contributes to the clinical picture only the color, not the outline. 

Frederic Lyman Wells. 
McLean Hospital, Waveelet, Mass. 
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argument in the light of its context and of the purpose the author has in 



720 TEE JOURNAL OF PEILOSOPEY 

view. The Agent and the Observer (pp. 489-506): Warner Fite.- Com- 
pares the way a thing feels when you do it yourself, and the way it 
looks when you see it done by another. The observer explains conduct by 
showing causes, the agent by alleging purposes. Each point of view is 
partial and abstract, and the results of the abstraction are seen in such 
relatively artificial concepts as economic man, reproductive man, etc. 
Neo-Bealism and Idealism (pp. 507-517) : E. H. Hollands. - A criticism 
of the epistemology of contemporary realism. The realists confuse ideal- 
ism with subjectivism. Subjective idealism starts with relations and tries 
to arrive at reals, an abstract procedure. Equally abstract is realism, 
seeking to start with reals and arrive at relations. Eappiness as an 
Ethical Postulate (pp. 518-528) : W. K. Wright. - Happiness can be 
called an ethical postulate when defined with sufficient care. " Happiness, 
as a moral conception ... is restricted to that state of consciousness in 
which a man is true to his moral ideal and receives the approval of his 
conscience." Reviews of Books: John Watson, The Philosophical Basis 
of Beligion: A. K. Rogers. Erich Becher, Philosophische Voraussetzungen 
der exakten Naturwissenschaften: E. A. Singer, Jr. Georg Simmel, 
Schopenhauer und Nietzsche : C. M. Bakewell. Josiah Boyce, The Phi- 
losophy of Loyalty: Frank Thill y. Notices of New Books. Summaries 
of Articles. Notes. 

BEVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE. October, 1908. Les problemes actuels 
de Vinstinct (pp. 329-369) : H. Pieron. - The development and discussion 
of the definition of instinct as an innate tendency to categories of 
specific acts, attaining at once and without preparatory experience their 
maximum of perfection, taking place in certain conditions of environ- 
ment and presenting a relative dependence with respect to circumstances, 
but too rigid — if not in the details, at least in their general character — to 
admit a plastic adaption to new factors. L'energie potentielle est elle 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



We take the following from Science for December 4 : " The Scientific 
Association of Johns Hopkins University held the first monthly meeting 
of the present scholastic year in Hopkins Hall, November 11. Two im- 
portant papers were presented. The first was by Professor J. B. Watson, 
the newly-elected professor of experimental and comparative psychology, 
upon the subject of " Methods and Apparatus in Comparative Psy- 
chology." Professor Watson gave a brief description of the nature of the 
problems in comparative psychology. The position was taken that the 
behavior of animals can be studied in a scientific way; that the facts 
thus obtained can be stated objectively and that they deserve to have 
equal rank with other observations in experimental psychology and in 
biology. The view was expressed that the study of the sensory processes 
of animals is the most hopeful field at present. Exact and scientific 
statements concerning the nature of color vision, hearing, smell, contact, 
etc., in animals are much needed. At present almost nothing is known in 
any exact way of the functioning of the sense organs of the higher ani- 
mals. Such studies should be undertaken in a more comprehensive way 
than has heretofore been the case. Observations made by the same 
investigator on many species of animals are desirable at present. Only 
in this way can a true phylogeny of mind be obtained. When the facts 
are before us we shall be in a position to begin the comparison of the 
behavior of animals with the behavior of man. Several pieces of ap- 
paratus for testing hearing, vision, temperature, etc., were briefly de- 
scribed. A description of an apparatus for the study of olfactory sensa- 
tions was given at length. The principal feature of this apparatus con- 
sists of a constant air blast supplied with two vents. Two leads of glass 
tubing attached to these vents pass respectively into two flasks containing 
different odorous solutions, or different intensities of the same solution, 
and from the flasks to short metal tubes which project into a glass-lined, 
air-tight compartment. The ends of the two tubes protruding into the 



